KS State FFA Horse Judging Contest 

	Class
	Officials 
	Cuts

	Western Pleasure
	2-3-4-1
	1-2-4

	Western Horsemanship
	3-4-2-1
	2-4-2

	Ranch Rail Pleasure
	2-3-4-1
	2-4-1

	Ranch Riding 
	4-1-2-3
	1-5-0

	Hunter Under Saddle
	3-2-4-1
	1-2-3

	Geldings
	1-3-2-4
	1-2-3

	
	
	



Western Pleasure Critique:
Judging Criteria: Consistency, Correctness/Brokeness, Quality of Movement, Degree of Difficulty 
Horse 1: Very uncadenced, required excessive handling, very quick-legged at the lope 
Horse 2: VERY consistent, light and soft at the jog, adequate length of rein, could have used more drive from the hind at the lope but still correct and had the degree of difficulty 
Horse 3: required some handling at the jog, very very consistent, shorter strided than 2
Horse 4: quicker legged, shorter rein, inconsistent in frame during the lope but was responsive and willingly unlike #1

Western Horsemanship Critique: 
Judging Criteria: Heavy emphasis on rider effectiveness, pattern precision and correctness, connection between horse and rider 
Horse 1: Weak in her core & seat, weaker connection with her horse, break of gate in the initial trot, and over spin in the 540. Bad pattern placement and slow transitions throughout the pattern 
Horse 2: Strong upper body, quick transitions especially in the second half of the pattern, horse did rear up in the 540, so got a 10 point penalty but other than that a great pattern 
Horse 3: strong lower leg and horse was very willful, great pattern placement, definitely had the best overall combination of horse and rider= best pattern 
Horse 4: strong seat at the trot, and very quick into the stops. Break of gait at the lope, overall good pattern placement, lower degree of difficulty than 3


Ranch Rail Pleasure Critique: 
Judging Criteria: Correctness/brokeness, Transitions between gaits, ranch working ability, movement and cadence, frame and extension at gaits 
Horse 1: broke gait at the trot several times, out of lead at the lope several times, too slow 
Horse 2: Big strided, natural frame, showed lots of extension at the extended gaits, very responsive and willing to rider 
Horse 3: shorter strided (compared to 2), responsive and did show extension when asked, little more handling 
Horse 4: slower and not a lot of extension, still responsive to rider, did lose cadence some at the trot, fell out of lead at the lope, broke gait at the trot 

Ranch Riding Critique: 
Judging criteria: Pattern correctness, willing attitude, natural and forward moving gaits, transitions in between maneuvers, ranch working ability  
Horse 1: correct pattern, break of gait at lope multiple times, poor pattern placement 
Horse 2: great start to pattern, very broke and showed lots of willingness, NO back=went off pattern and has to be at bottom 
Horse 3: NO trot=off pattern and needs to be in bottom pair 
Horse 4: willing and responsive, completed the pattern and used the entire arena for pattern placement, did break gait at lope, gapped mouth in back 


Hunter Under Saddle Critique: 
Judging Criteria: Consistency, movement, responsiveness/brokeness
Horse 1: lots of handling, loss cadence, break of gait at the trot, starting to become ill-mannered
Horse 2: lots of suspension, big mover and very forward moving, required guidance and setup from rider 
Horse 3: very consistent and broke, very responsive, shorter strided than 2 but much more consistent and willing 
Horse 4: consistent, but short/quick strided, NOT hunter type, no forward movement 

Geldings: 
Judging Criteria: Balance, Structure, Quality, Muscling 
Horse 1: great even topline, nice and laid back in shoulder, nicely muscled
Horse 2: steepest angles (shoulder and hip), high quality, lacking substance and muscling on back 1/3 (hind end)
Horse 3: smooth blending, divided into 3rd easily, weaker topline than 1
Horse 4: lowest tying in his neck, very weak back, very steep in his shoulder, longest over his topline and least balance 

2026 Judging Camp Link: Discount for individuals and teams that participated in the FFA contest
https://www.asi.k-state.edu/extension/youth-programs/events/judging-camps.html
 
Resources: 
Coming Soon: Kansas 4-H Judging Manual
Available to Purchase: KSU Reasons Manual 
